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Information for Authors 
 
The Southwestern Geographer is a peer-reviewed journal, published annually by the 
Southwestern Division of the Association of American Geographers (SWAAG). The journal 
welcomes research papers on any topic written by geographers who reside in the states that 
comprise SWAAG (Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas), as well as 
research papers by scholars residing elsewhere on any topic that pertains to the geography of the 
southwestern United States or northern Mexico. 
 
Because of its affiliation with the Association of American Geographers (AAG), the 
Southwestern Geographer uses the same style guidelines as the Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers.  
 
Guidelines for Submission of Manuscripts 
 
Submission. All manuscripts should be submitted electronically to the editors.  Submissions 
must include a cover letter containing a statement that the manuscript has not been submitted for 
publication elsewhere, and will not be submitted elsewhere until a decision has been rendered by 
the editors. 
 
Review.  After evaluation by the editors, manuscripts are sent to at least two outside reviewers. 
The review process normally takes four to six months and every effort is made to respond as 
quickly as possible. 
 
Manuscripts. Prepare your manuscript using a word processing program and save it as a .doc or 
.rtf file. Do not put any identifying information in your manuscript or your file names to ensure a 
blind review. This includes names of the authors, their affiliations and bio sketches, or 
acknowledgements. Figure files can be embedded in the manuscript as .gif, .jpg, .eps and .tif; 
however, only .eps or .tif files can be used for publication purposes. Tables may be embedded in 
the manuscript file, but should be placed at the end of the file rather than worked into the text. 
Each table and figure should appear on a separate page. Text must be in a 12-point font with 2.54 
cm (1 inch) margins. All parts of the manuscript (abstract, text, notes, references, tables, and 
figure captions) must be double-spaced and paginated. Format manuscript as follows, starting 
each section with a new page: (1) title page, (2) abstract, (3) text, (4) notes, (5) references, (6) 
appendix, (7) tables, (8) figure captions. 
 
Title Page. The title serves as the author’s invitation to a diverse audience; it should be chosen 
with care. Do not include any identifying information on the title page, including the names of 
the authors, their affiliations or contact information, bio sketches, or acknowledgements. 
 
Abstract/Key Words. Include an abstract of 250 words or less that summarizes the purpose, 
methods, and major findings of the paper. All authors should provide three to five key words or 
phrases by which an article can be indexed in periodical references. These should appear in 
italics at the end of the abstract. 
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Units of Measure. The Southwestern Geographer uses the International System of Units 
(metric); other units should be noted in parentheses. 
 
Equations. Equations should appear in the text in an appropriate type style (Greek letters, bold 
type,etc.). Authors should carefully distinguish between capital and lower-case letters, Roman 
and Greek characters, and letters and numerals. Number equations sequentially, in parenthesis on 
the right edge of the text. All constituent terms should be defined when they initially appear. 
 
Notes. Specific arguments or single points may be amplified by concise notes numbered 
sequentially in the text. The list of notes appears immediately after the text. Please do not use the 
automatic word processing endnote functions. 
 
References. References should be cited parenthetically in the text in this order: author’s last 
name, year of publication, and page number (Smith 2005, 220). All sources in the text of a paper 
must be listed in the references section and vice versa. List all references alphabetically by the 
author’s last name and chronologically, and if possible, please include full names for all authors. 
Provide the full, unabbreviated title of books and periodicals. Personal communications can be 
cited either in endnotes or in the references section. All newspaper articles and articles from 
weekly magazines should be fully cited in the references section rather than worked into the text 
of the paper. For examples of the correct style for various forms of publication, see the Manual 
of Style, published by the University of Chicago Press. 
 
Tables. All tables must be referenced in the text. Each table must be typed double-spaced on a 
separate page in the same 12-point font as the text, and numbered sequentially with Arabic 
numerals. Each table must have a descriptive title as well as informational column and row 
headings. Decimals appearing in tables should include leading zeros: 0.1273 rather than .1273. 
 
Illustrations. Maps, graphs, and photos should convey ideas efficiently and tastefully. Graphics 
must be legible, concise, and referenced in the text. Illustrations must be designed to fit the page 
and column format of the Southwestern Geographer, 11.4 by 19.0 cm (4.5 by 7.5-inch page). For 
printing purposes, all graphics must be computer generated and will be accepted in the following 
formats only: EPS (Encapsulated Postscript) for most illustrations or TIFF (Tagged-Image File 
Format) for raster images. Type sizes below 6 point should be avoided. 
 
Final Submission. The final (revised) version of each article must be submitted in digital form 
using any common word-processing software and formatted according to the Guidelines for 
Final Submission of Electronic Copy below. Figures should be submitted in accordance with the 
Guidelines for Preparing Graphics below. Copyediting will be undertaken once the manuscript 
has been accepted, using the final version of the paper submitted in digital form. The publisher 
will advise authors about outstanding questions concerning style or omissions at this time. 
Authors will be responsible for any additional costs incurred in making substantive changes to 
the manuscript at proof stage. 
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Guidelines for Preparing Graphics 
 
All graphics (maps, graphs, and photographs) should be submitted digitally in either EPS 
(Encapsulated Postscript) or TIFF (Tagged-Image File Format). Graphics can be exported and 
saved in these formats with applications such as Adobe Illustrator, Macromedia FreeHand, and 
CorelDraw. When exporting to EPS or TIFF, all fonts should be embedded. Graphic formats 
such as GIF, JPEG, PDF, and images produced in PowerPoint or imported into a Word document 
are not acceptable for high-quality printing. Upon acceptance of a manuscript, authors will be 
asked to provide two high-quality hard copies (at least 600 dpi) of all graphics in addition to 
digital files. If author-supplied files are found to be unusable, a scanned product from the 
original hard copy will be used. 
 
Layout. A full-page graphic must not exceed 11.4 by 19.0 cm (4.5 by 7.5-inch page) (including 
space for the figure caption which will be typeset by the printer). Please plan for possible 
reductions of type and symbols. Note: Basic map design principles can be found in the following 
textbooks: 
 
 Dent, Borden D. Cartography-Thematic Map Design, Fifth Edition.  
  WCB/McGraw-Hill, 1999. ISBN 0-697-38495-0 
 
 Robinson, A. H., J. L. Morrison, P. C. Muehrcke, A. J. Kimerling and S. C. Guptill. 
  Elements of Cartography, Sixth Edition. John Wiley and Sons, 1995.  
  ISBN 0-471-55579-7 
 
 Slocum, Terry A. Thematic Cartography and Visualization. Prentice Hall, 1999. 
  ISBN 0-13-209776-1 
 
Lettering 
1.  All type should be from common type families (examples: Helvetica, Arial, Times, New 

Century Schoolbook, etc.). If an unique type font is critical to the theme of the map, such as 
helping to engender the feelings of an historical era, then a copy of the postscript font should 
be included on the diskette or CD containing the final figures, and it presence noted. 

2.  Type must be sufficiently large to be easily read at final print size; no type smaller than 6 
point. 

3.  Appropriate cartographic lettering placement should be observed. 
4.  Type placed on screen tints or area patterns must be clearly readable. White type can be used 

over dark screen tints, and area patterns can be screened back to prevent interference with 
type. 

5.  Generally, map titles will be incorporated into the figure caption and will appear outside and 
below the figure. Figure captions should not be a part of the graphic. All captions will be 
typeset, and should be submitted on a separate page. 

6.  The International System of Units (metric) should be used; other units may be noted in 
parentheses. 
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Screen Tints and Area Patterns 
1.  Screen tints and area pattern fills should reflect the importance of graphic elements through 

visual hierarchy (i.e., more important elements appear more prominently than less important 
elements). 

2.  To insure distinction between screen tints (particularly on choropleth maps), the following  
 percentages are suggested: 

 
  2 tints: 30%, 50% 
  3 tints: 10%, 25%, 50% 
  4 tints: 10%, 20%, 50%, 80% 
  5 tints: 10%, 20%, 40%, 60%, 100% 
  6 tints: 10%, 15%, 25%, 40%, 60%, 100% 
  Typically, graphics should not have more than 6 tints. 
 
3. Graphic files should be submitted at least 600 dpi for photographs and images with screen 

tints. 
 
 
Guidelines for Final Submission of Electronic Copy include: 
 
 
1.  A CD containing the figures, labeled with author’s name, the figure numbers, and filenames. 

For example: 
 
  Smith, Jan 
  Figure 1 Atlantic States (ATLST.eps) 
  Figure 2 Washington, DC (WASH.eps) 
  Figure 3 Vegetation photo (VegPhoto.tif) 
 
2.  Two high-quality printouts (at least 600 dpi) of each figure. 
3.  List of figure captions and sources typed double-spaced. 
4.  All final files (main text file, tables, figures, etc.) should be sent to the following address: 
 
  Editors 
  Southwestern Geographer 
  Geography Program 
  University of Houston-Clear Lake 
  2700 Bay Area Boulevard, Box 246 
  Houston, TX 77058 
 
Please contact the Editors with questions about file formats, production alternatives, and design 
problems. 
 
  Jeffrey W. Lash and Jennifer Speights-Binet, Editors 
  E-mail: swgeographer@uhcl.edu 
  Voice: (281) 283-3573  FAX: (281) 283-3660 


